
 

 

Issue #1 

Joint  

Strike Bullet i n  

cupe 

Sisters and Brothers, 

When we entered collec-

tive bargaining early this 

year, we did not imagine 

that you would be walking 

picket lines by summer. 

The City of Toronto has 

seriously underestimated 

your resolve to defend 

your collective agreement 

rights. 

You know how negotia-

tions have dragged on for 

months with no progress. 

You know about the con-

cessions the City has been 

trying to extract from 

your contracts. 

You said no way. 

When the City put a 

monetary offer on the ta-

ble at the 11th hour that 

was not even close to what 

all other unionized civic 

workers have been able to 

negotiate ñ and still was 

demanding 

concessions ñ 

we knew there 

was no choice. 

We called a 

strike. 

In both locals, 

you had given 

us one of the 

strongest 

strike man-

dates ever. You 

have been sign-

ing up for 

picket duty in 

record num-

bers. 

Now, itõs time 

to stay to-

gether. Your 

negotiating 

committees have been 

trying to negotiate but, as 

always, the concessions 

that will gut your agree-

ments are still on the ta-

ble. Staying stronger to-

gether will get us a settle-

ment faster. 

In solidarity, 

Ann Dembinski, CUPE 

Local 79 

Mark Ferguson, TCEU 

Local 416 CUPE 

June 26, 2009 

Joint  
Strike Bulletin  
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Stronger together: on strike  

 

TCEU Local 416 President Mark 
Ferguson, CUPE National President Paul 
Moist and CUPE Local 79 President Ann 
Dembinski address rally in Nathan Philips 
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Torontoõs labour movement 

came out in force on Wednes-

day to show support for our 

strike. Speakers and guests 

included: 

CUPE National President 

Paul Moist 

Irene Harris, Ontario Fed-

eration of Labour 

John Cartwright, Toronto & 

York Region Labour Council 

CUPE National Secretary-

Treasurer Claude Généreux 

Bob Kinnear, ATU Local 113 

Nancy Pridham, OPSEU 

Jay Pederson, , Central On-

tario Building Trades 

Scott Marks, Toronto Fire-

fighters ð IAFF Local 3888 

George Tucker, Toronto 

Police Association 

Ken Lewenza, CAW 

Katie McGovern, CUPE 

4400 

Martin Long, Elementary 

Teachers of Toronto 

Paul Clifford, Unite Here 

NDP MP Peter Tabuns 

Labour support strong at city hall rally  
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